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7-8-1: FINDINGS AND PURPOSE: 

A. General: In order to provide tor the health, safety and well-being of
its citizens, as well as to ensure the structural integrity of its streets
and the use of the rights of way, the City strives to keep its rights of
way in a state of good repair and free from unnecessary
encumbrances. Although the general population bears the financial
burden for the upkeep of the rights of way, a primary cause for the
early and excessive deterioration of its rights of way is their frequent
excavation by persons whose equipment is located therein.
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Right-of-way obstruction is a source of frustration for merchants, 
business owners and the general population which must avoid these 
obstructions or change travel or shopping plans because of them 
and has a detrimental effect on commerce. Persons whose 
equipment is located within the right of way are the primary cause of 
these frequent obstructions. 

The City holds the rights of way within its geographical boundaries 
as an asset in trust for its citizens. The City and other public entities 
have invested millions of dollars in public funds to build and maintain 
the right of way. The City recognizes that some persons, by placing 
their equipment in the right of way and charging the citizens of the 
City for goods and services delivered thereby, are using this public 
property for private gain and profit. 

The Minnesota Legislature has recognized that it is in the public's 
interest that the use and regulation of rights of way be carried on in 
a fair, efficient, competitively neutral, and substantially uniform 
manner, while recognizing such regulation must reflect distinct 
engineering, construction, operation, maintenance, and public and 
worker safety requirements and standards applicable to various 
users of rights of way. Further, the Legislature has determined that 
because increasing numbers of persons may seek usage of rights of 
way, municipalities such as the City must be and have been 
authorized to regulate use of rights of way. Consistent with this 
mandate, the City has endeavored to model its right-of-way 
regulations consistent with those of models enacted or under 
consideration by municipalities throughout the State. Further, the 
City has endeavored to create competitively neutral right-of-way 
standards and regulations of general applicability. 

In response to the foregoing, the City hereby enacts this new 
Chapter of this Code relating to right-of-way permits and 
management, together with an ordinance making necessary 
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right-of-way permits, and the ordinances related thereto. The City may 
delegate any or all of the duties hereunder. (Ord., 12-9-1997) 

7-8-4: REGISTRATION, BONDING AND RIGHT-OF-WAY 

OCCUPANCY: 

A. Each person which occupies, uses, or seeks to occupy or use, the
right of way or any equipment located in the right of way, including
by lease, sublease or assignment, or who has, or seeks to have,
equipment located in any right of way must register with the City.
Registration will consist of providing application information to and
as required by the City, paying a registration fee, and posting a
performance and restoration bond.

The performance and restoration bond required in this Section, and 
in subsections 7-8-1 OB, 7-8-13B2, and 7-8-32A2c of this Chapter, 
shall be in an amount determined in the City's sole discretion, 
sufficient to serve as security for the full and complete performance 
of the obligations under this Chapter, including any costs, expenses, 
damages, or loss the City pays or incurs because of any failure to 
comply with this Chapter or any other applicable laws, regulations or 
standards. During periods of construction, repair or restoration of 
rights of way or equipment in rights of way, the performance and 
restoration bond shall be in an amount sufficient to cover one 
hundred percent (100%) of the estimated cost of such work, as 
documented by the person proposing to perform such work, or in 
such lesser amount as may be determined by the City, taking into 
account the amount of equipment in the right of way, the location 
and method of installation of the equipment, the conflict or 
interference of such equipment with the equipment of other persons, 
and the purposes and policies of this Chapter. Sixty (60) days after 
completion of the work, the performance and restoration bond may 
be reduced in the sole determination of the City. 

B. No person may construct, install, repair, remove, relocate, or perform
any other work on, or use any equipment or any part thereof located
in any right of way without first being registered with the City.

C. Nothing herein shall be construed to repeal or amend the provisions
of a City ordinance permitting persons to plant or maintain boulevard
plantings or gardens or in the area of right of way between their
property and the street curb. Persons planting or maintaining
boulevard plantings or gardens shall not be deemed to use or
occupy the right of way, and shall not be required to obtain any

permits or satisfy any other requirements for planting or maintaining 
such boulevard plantings or gardens under this Chapter. However, 
excavations deeper than twelve inches (12") are subject to the 
permit requirements of Section 7-8-9 of this Chapter. (Ord., 
12-9-1997)



7-8-5: RIGHT TO OCCUPY RIGHTS OF WAY; PAYMENT OF 

FEES: 

A. Any person required to register under Section 7-8-4 of this Chapter,
which occupies, uses, or places its equipment in the right of way, is
hereby granted a right to do so if and only so long as it: 1) timely
pays all fees as provided herein, and 2) complies with all other
requirements of law.

B. The grant of right in subsection A of this Section, is expressly
conditioned on, and is subject to, the police powers of the City,
continuing compliance with all provisions of law now or hereinafter
enacted, including this Chapter as it may be from time to time
amended and, further, is specifically subject to the obligation to
obtain any and all additional required authorizations, whether from
the City or other body or authority. (Ord., 12-9-1997)

7-8-6: FRANCHISE; FRANCHISE SUPREMACY: The City may, in 
addition to the requirements of this Chapter, require any 

person which has or seeks to have equipment located in any right of way to 
obtain a franchise to the full extent permitted by law, now or hereinafter 
enacted. The terms of any franchise which are in direct conflict with any 
provision of this Chapter, whether granted prior or subsequent to enactment 
of this Chapter, shall control and supersede the conflicting terms of this 
Chapter; provided, however, that requirements relating to insurance, bonds, 
penalties, security funds, letters of credit, indemnification or any other 
security in favor of the City may be cumulative in the sole determination of 
the City or unless otherwise negotiated by the City and the franchise 
grantee. All other terms of this Chapter shall be fully applicable to all 
persons whether franchised or not. (Ord., 12-9-1997) 

7-8-7: REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

A. The information provided to the City at the time of registration shall
include, but not be limited to:
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D:        A permit issued under this Chapter does not authorize the collocation of a
small wireless facility or the installation or replacement of a wireless support 
structure. To collocate a small wireless facility or install or replace a wireless 
support structure in the public right-of-way, a person must obtain a small wireless 

facility permit pursuant to the city of Lauderdale City Code Chapter 7-9.
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1. The registrant's name, Gopher One-Call registration certificate
number, address and e-mail address if applicable, and telephone
and facsimile numbers.

2. The name, address and e-mail address, if applicable, and
telephone and facsimile numbers of a local representative. The local
representative or designee shall be available at all times. Current
information regarding how to contact the local representative in an
emergency shall be provided at the time of registration.

3. A certificate of insurance or self-insurance:

a. Shall be on a form approved by the City,

b. Shall verify that an insurance policy has been issued to the
registrant by an insurance company licensed to do business in the 
State; or is covered by self-insurance which the City determines to 
provide the City with protections equivalent to that of a Minnesota 
licensed insurance company, legally independent from registrant, 

c. Shall verify that the registrant is insured against claims for
personal injury, including death, as well as claims for property 
damage arising out of the: 1) use and occupancy of the right of way 
by the registrant, its officers, agents, employees and permittees, and 
2) placement and use of equipment in the right of way by the
registrant, its officers, agents, employees and permittees, including,
but not limited to, protection against liability arising from completed
operations, damage of underground equipment and collapse of
property,

d. Shall name the City as an additional insured as to whom the
coverages required herein are in force and applicable and for whom 
defense will be provided as to all such coverages, 

e. Shall require that the City be notified thirty (30) days in
advance of cancellation of the policy, and 

f. Shall indicate comprehensive liability coverage, automobile
liability coverage, workers' compensation and umbrella coverage in 
amounts established by the City of the office of risk and employee 
benefit management in amounts sufficient to protect the City and 
carry out the purposes and policies of this Chapter. 
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